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‘Subject: Serious Problems of Compliance with the general wearing
apparel flammability standard.
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Date of Meeting: June 4, 1997 Place; Room 410 East West

Towers
Log of Entry Source: Marilyn Borsari, Compliance Officer, CRM

Date of Entry: June 9, 1997
Commission Attendees: See Attached List
Non-Commisgion Attendees: See Attached List

Summary of Meeting: The meeting was requested by CPSC to discuss
serious problems of compliance with the general wearing apparel
flammability standard involving fleece, chenille and other
suspect fabrics.

1. David Schmeltzer, CPSC Assistant Executive Director, provided
opening remarks which summarized the history of the standard, the
minimal flammability protection provided by the standard, and a
summary of the types of fabrics involved in the over 1 million
garments CPSC has recalled since 1994. Mr. Schmeltzer also
indicated that two years ago (3/15/95) we met with this industry
after recalls of 400,000 garments to make sure this did not
continue. We now have another 760,000 garments that have been
recalled since that meeting. He also noted that two months ago
(March 25, 1997) the CPSC held a meeting with this industry and
manufacturers regarding the increased number of non-complying
garments. At this meeting, it was suggested that CPSC meet with
retailers to discuss the problems.

5. pat Fairall, CPSC, discussed the concept of a voluntary
program developed by CPSC and the industry which would help
assure that garments sold in the United States are in compliance
with flammability regulations. Components of such a program
might include: 1) establish compliance with flammability
requirements as a corporate priority, 2) educate buyers on
flammability standards and the Flammable Fabrics Act, and 3)
exercise greater control and care when purchasing or producing
garments made from borderline fabrics. In return for meeting

as a participating firm, and would not be as likely to receive a
Ccivil Penalty fine, if a class 3 failure is detected. This

requirements, retailers would be listed on CPSC's Internet site L/////

program would be similar to the Department of Labor's "No Sweat "
Program.



3. Frances Valdez Valdez, JC Penney's, indicated that they
currently follow the requirements that we suggested in our letter
to retailers. Specifically, she stated that Penney's sends
specifications to manufacturers, require passing test results,
sell only Class 1 products, and depend on Guarantees from
suppliers. Since they currently do these things, what more could
they do to assure compliance? David Schmeltzer replied that they
should verify test results or review test reports provided by
suppliers.

4. Mike Lemov, NRF, indicated that the problem is narrowly
focused on certain fabrics. He stated that manufacturers should
have primary responsibility for complying with regulations. He
indicated that the variability in test is an issue, and our plan
would be a burden for small firms. Most NRF members do not sell
‘class 2 products. He also stated that a "list of participating
members" might not be the best approach for fear of bad publicity
if a firm slipped off the list. '

5. Harvey Fox, Siegel, Mandell & Davidson, iﬁdicated that it
might be possible to use customs laws which would require
importers to certify that their products met our standard.

6. David Schmeltzer asked for volunteers to work on a Task Force
to study the idea of a program designed to help eliminate the
sale of dangerously flammable garments in this country. A
number of attendees expressed an interest in being members of
this Task Force.

7. A conference call for Task Force members is scheduled for
June 12, 1997, at 11:00 AM EST.

Distribution:
0S(2)

EXHR

EX

oGC

EXC



Fool T Kanehs
Prapip . Meyrh

T&/v\ DFoca

"Fo T SANARKE

Ceve Lpg
omns S Lows
Moe cam
farvey [Fox
[Lech lgne N
%W&C NZAVAY

Do Qoa. kg |

Arwy Y AIr Fokce EXCHANGE
SEavice (AAFEs)

g L gk

Lidns R u e
Diefferos Hudsznd CoP
(/,424 £7)

THACET S70RES
Moepn/ vanie 4

ITL MASS D27 £
S cegel, M Joll) ¥ Perfl]

&//(U@k nCA_
v \1 - At
WAYAji\é\xfj\m-s%\\
Halo g d Do LN

Date: June 4, 1997 Time: 10:00 am
Subject: General Wearing Apparel Flammability
Location: CPSC Headquarters - Rm 410
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